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One of eight children of James and Theresa Curran, Father Jim Curran was born 
and raised in Central Islip, New York. After graduating from high school, Father Jim 
enlisted and served in the US Navy for four years. It was his service in the Navy that 
first brought him to Norfolk, Virginia. At the end of his military enlistment, he 
remained in the Hampton Roads area where he was employed as a flight dispatcher 
for a Lear Jet Operator at Patrick Henry Field, currently known as Newport News/
Williamsburg Airport.  

Fr. Jim’s parents made a commitment that all of their children would be raised in the 
Catholic faith with a deep sense of responsibility to work for justice an inner ear to 
hear God’s call.  Nonetheless, Fr. Jim found himself wrestling with God over his 
vocation for several years. As is always the case, God showed him that his arms are 
too short to box with God!  When Fr. Jim finally relented, he answered the call to the 
priesthood by enrolling in St. Mary’s Seminary and University in Baltimore, MD in 
1993. Fr. Curran was ordained a priest for the Diocese of Richmond on May 27, 
2000. Since then, Father Jim has served as a priest chaplain at the College of 
William and Mary, James Madison University; an associate pastor at St. Bede in 
Williamsburg and Pastor of St. Joan of Arc in Yorktown and is currently proud and 
honored to serve as Pastor of the Basilica of St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception 
in Norfolk, the only African-American Basilica in the United States. 

Father Jim has aligned himself with various social causes in raising awareness of 
Catholic social teachings particularly as it pertains to the Civil Rights Movement. He 
led his parishioners on a pilgrimage to Washington to celebrate the 50th Anniversary 
of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King’s March.  He also visited Selma during the recent 50th 
anniversary of the March that led to broader voting rights. Fr. Jim has participated in 
several panel discussions on race in the United States.  Most recently, he was 
invited by Barbara Hamm Lee to be a special guest on her Radio Talk Show 
“Another View”, joining other panelists for the segment called “Race, Religion, 
Relationship, and (Hope for Redemption)” on April 1, 2016. Father Jim has also 
been selected for recognition by the Booker T. Washington High School Friends & 
Alumni Foundation Inc. 

Father Jim first discovered the Basilica as a deacon, where he served for a year in 
1999.  It is his greatest honor and blessing to return for the second time to serve as 
Pastor. The Basilica is the only African-American Basilica in the United States and 



only Basilica in the state of Virginia. He is also the Chaplain for Saint Patrick’s 
Catholic School and serves on the Board for the Diocese of Richmond Pastors 
Advisory Committee. Fr. Jim has also been a member of the board of Habitat for 
Humanity, St. Paul’s Quadrant Coalition, the City of Norfolk’s Fair and Impartial 
Policing initiative; My Brother’s Keeper and the City Manager’s Senior Pastors 
Roundtable. 

He enjoys being a fully active resident of Norfolk and is usually accompanied by his 
three legged Golden Retriever aptly named “Trinity” (One Dog; Three Legs), who he 
has rescued and cared for since she was a puppy. He is widely known for his 
impactful, spiritual and very relatable homilies, many of which begin with one his 
most memorable phrases - “I love being a Priest.”  His mantra for his ministry is: “if 
you take care of the poor, God will take care of you.” 


