DOYOUHAVEA“RELIGIOUSVOCATION"?

Your firstinclinationisprobably tosay “no”! Peoplewitha“religiousvocation” become priestsor nunsbecausethey
havereceived aspecial callingtofollow Jesusmore closaly, aspecia summonsto makeagift of their livesto God. |
want to get married, not becomeapriest or anun!

Think again, not about becoming apriest or anun, but about your religiousvocation.

Invirtueof your baptismyou havereceived aunique and personal call from Godtolivein holinessasHisadopted son or
daughter. Your responseto that vocationto atruly religiouslife, alifeof holiness, involvesyour being attuned and attentive
to the voice of God mediated to you by the people and eventsof your life. You, then, haveadivinecall, avocation, to
“enter therdigiouslife,” inthe sensethat you have been called to bein alove relationship with God.

| bet you seldom thought of yourself ashaving atruly religiousvocation, but your baptisminto the dying and rising of Jesus
Christ constitutesyour basic, fundamental religiousvocation. You arecalled to shareinthevery holiness of God through
Christ Jesus. And your responseto that vocationa call to be holy will belived out over alifetime of promisesmadeand
promiseskept, - promisesto reject sin and selfishnessin all of itsmany forms, - promisesto livewhat we say webelieve.

NOW THAT YOU KNOW YOU HAVE A“RELIGIOUSVOCATION" ...

You are now inthe process of discerning that —for you—marriageisprecisely the path you will chooseto follow asthe
manifestation of your religiousvocation. Youwill answer thecall to beholy by living out your baptisma promiseswithinthe
sacrament of marriage. And over alifetime of promisesmade and promises kept you will discover, asyougrowinlove
with your spouse, that you become holy by following Jesusin totally self-giving loveto your spouse.

... YOUAREINTOTHE HEART OF THE PASCHAL MY STERY.

But, you think, why arewe even using thelanguage of “pascha mystery” for an experience asjoyous, asbeautiful and
tender asfalinginloveand getting married? “ Pascha mystery” impliesdeath and rising to anew way of being.

Simply stated, weuse* pascha mystery” language becauseloving and dying are synonymous. Think about it.

Every lovingisadying to my owntime, comfort, convenience, wants, needs, concerns, interests. Every lovingisadying
to salf-interest and salf-aggrandizement in an act of generosity and self-giving. Every lovingisadyingtoegoism, adyingto
“I” inorder that two “I’s” becomea“we’. Every lovingimpliesacceptance of the other, single-heartedness, mutuality and
giving and taking without keeping score—and all of it happensnot just when one or the other feelslikeit but daily, and for
all thedaysof one'slife.

We usethelanguage of “ paschal mystery” in speaking about thereality of married love—and about mutual and lasting
fidelity asawitnessto God's constant steadfast |ove— because such redlitiesneed to be addressed to you and to all starry-
eyed couples caught up in theromance of arelationship wherelife aboundsand death in its many guises seemsso very
remote.

Until you face up to and embrace thereal demandsof your baptismal promises, until you chooseto dieaswell astolove,
your marriage has not yet become asacrament, an encounter with Christ. And you must alwaysremember that every
sacrament and every sacramental celebration—including marriage—presupposesand demandsfaith.

Think about it: awedding doesnot makeamarriage. A wedding simply makesamarriage possible.



LISTEN CAREFULLY TOWEDDING LANGUAGE

Someof thedimensionsof the paschal mystery that you or any couplefaceare spelled out explicitly both in the promises
and intheexchange of consent that are part of thewedding liturgy.

Therearethree questionsasked at the beginning of the marriagerite, questionsabout freedom and faithfulnessand children,
and each of themisredlly aninvitation to akind of personal death for the sake of new life.

“Haveyou come herefregly and without any reservationwhatsoever to giveyoursel vestotally to each other inmarriage?’
You areinvited to state before everyone gathered in church that you choose freely to bind yoursel vesto one another
without reserve.

“Will you love and honor each other for therest of your lives?” In pledging faithfulnessyou accept thedeath involvedin
choosing thisone person. That meansforeclosureondl other choices. When you recogni zethat you are probably going
toliveintoyour 70's, 80’s, or perhaps 90's, you seetheweight of such asolemn promise.

“Will you accept childrenlovingly from God?’ You are asked to make apublic promisein front of everyonethat theworld
you shareisradically open to otherslest the death of the ego that becomes*we” simply becomesthe closed world of the
“egosquared”.

Your vowsof consent also spell out arhythm of dying and rising: better and worse, sicknessand health, poverty and riches.
Your exchange of consent names some of thewaysin which the paschal mystery will touch your lifeasacouple, and the
metaphorsof health and prosperity and their lossarejust that, metaphorsfor therhythm of your daysandyour lives, ...
dishesand work schedulesand childrento befed and carsthat need servicing and elderly parentsto be cared for and the
thousand detailsof life, largeand small, that constitute the keeping of promisesmade. And that saysnothing of the crises,
themomentsof grief andloss, graveillness, financial woes, that form much larger challengesto kegping the promisesyou
make.

Recall what St. Paul writesto the men and women of the Christian community at Corinth: *Loveispatient, kind, forgiving,
seeksnoevil, etc.” Noone- singleor married - canlivethat way without embracing the paschal mystery asthefoundation
of holiness.

YOUBETTERLEARNHOW TO PRAY TOGETHER

Unfortunately thisiseas er said than done. Two peoplewho are planning to sharelifetogether oftenlook at their prayer life
assomething very private and entirely separate from their shared common lifetogether. And because so many couples
have never prayed together they initially feel self-consciousor uncomfortablein sharing prayer with oneanother. The
tendency istothink that one needsalot of prayer formulaein order to pray!

HOWTODOIT...

Together read the beautiful prayersand blessingsof themarriageritua. Sharewith oneanother how you feel and think
about the sentiments, concepts, and valuesexpressed inthoseritual prayers. You soon discover that you are saying thank
youto God for oneanother and for al that God hasgiven to both of youintherichnessof your livesand love. After awhile
youwon't need theritual prayersto get you started into shared prayer. You will be praying fromyour shared experiences
of lifetogether.



WRITETHEPASTORALETTER. ...

Very often | ask you, the couple, to write mealetter which both of you have ahand in composing and which both sign. |
smply ask youto expressto meyour Christianfaith. But first | remind you that you can easily get married by aJustice of
the Peace without going through al the preparation required by the Catholic Church. Sol ask youtowritealetter and tell
mewhy you want to be married in the Catholic Church. Almost without realizing it, the shared composition of theletter
becomesadeep sharing of faith between thetwo of you. That’ prayer! Andit'sshared prayer.

SOME PRELIMINARIES

WEDDINGSCAN BE EXPENSIVE ...

Theexpensesfor awedding can quickly add up, but thegrand tota isup to the coupleand their families. In my experience
| have never known thereto beany direct rel ationship between the cost (high or low) of the wedding and the happiness of
thecouple.

| do suggest that coupleswho are mature enough to enter into marriage need to stop and think about aquestion that parents
may bereluctant to bring up with you. Today most couplesgetting married both work. Often both driverelatively new
automobiles. Andthey livethegoodlife. | think therehasto beavery good reason why the brideand groom, if both work,
should not bear themgjor costsof their ownwedding. Why don' t you bring thisquestion up with your respective parents?

EXTRAVAGANCE ISNOT GOOD TASTE

Thereisevery reason why thevaluesof aChristian couple should be evident intheir good tastes- rooted in simple beauty
- and notinavulgar display of extravagance which characterizesfar too many weddingsin our contemporary culture.
Rented tuxedos and color-coded attendants' dresses (which, most likely, they’ || never wear again) are not essential toa
wedding. Nor arelimousinesor overly expensivefloral displays. You can haveabeautiful wedding without assuming
outrageous costsby seeing real beauty in smplicity.

CAVEAT EMPTOR!

“Let thebuyer beware!” said theancient Romans. Couplesplanningto get married should aso beware.

Asyou begintotak withflorists, printers, photographers, bridal consultants, caterers, dressmakers, and other business
people, don't benaive. Thesegood peoplearein honest legitimate business, and the businessisto get asmuch money out
of your pocketsinto their pocketsasispossible. Themarriage businessisa$6+ billion dollar industry in our country.

Much of what ispresented to you as* proper” or “traditional” or “necessary” by legitimate and honest businesspeoplein
theweddingindustry can equal alot of unnecessary financia and time expensefor thewholewedding party.

Your display of good taste, honest faith, and genuine hospitality should be extravagant. All elseissecondary.
YOURWEDDING GIFT TOOTHERS

Your marriageinthe Churchisaliturgica and ritua and public way of saying to everyonethat your lovefor oneanother is

firmly rooted inyour fundamenta religiousvocationto beholy, and in Christ’slovefor al people, especidly thosewho are

hurting. And today’ssociety certainly hasan overabundance of peoplewho are hurting for food, shelter, medicine, and
clothing.



| strongly recommend that the very first act of any newly married Christian coupleisto make awedding gift to othersby
reaching out with their loveto the poor, the hungry, thehomeless. Invery practical language|l ask thecoupletotota upthe
costsfor their wedding. Then| suggest that they take between 5% and 10% (atithe) of that total cost astheir wedding gift
in Christ’snameto thepoor. And that’seasily donewith acheck to any church’ssocia ministry program.

How doesthat makeyoufeel? Thefirst act of the newly wedded coupleisto sharewith thosewho arelessfortunate.
There ssomething very holy inthat!

MORE HELPFUL HINTS...
CLERGY

Priestsfrom other parishesand/or from other diocesesare morethan welcometo presideat weddingshere. Don't hesitate
to honor apriest relative or ordained good friend (priest or deacon) by asking him to witnessyour vows of marriage.

If thevisiting priest or deaconisfrom out of State, you should inform him that hemust comply withVirginialaw inregardto
registering at the Circuit Court in order to be ableto officiateat marriagesin Virginia. And awritten confirmation fromthe
visiting priest or deacon must be sent to this parish to make sure of clear communicationsand expectations.

LICENSE

Thecivil marriagelicenseisobtained from the Clerk of the Circuit Court in the City in which either thebride or thegroom
hasalegal residence. Thelicenseisgood for 60 daysafter thedateit isissued.

Normaly itistheduty of thegroom’switness(a.k.a. “thebest man”) to personally hand thecivil licenseto the presiding
priest or deacon before the liturgy. 1t may be given to the presiding priest or deacon by the couple at one of their
appointmentswith him prior to thewedding.

Under no circumstanceswhatsoever may the presiding priest or deacon witnessyour wedding before he has possession of
thecivil license.

TIMESOF WEDDINGS

A marriagemay be celebrated at aregularly scheduled Saturday evening or Sunday morning parish liturgy (except during
Lent and Holy Week), or any day of theweek.

Because of al of the other uses of theworship center on Saturdays, weddings may not be scheduled later than 2:00 PM.
on any Saturday (unlesstheweddingisat the5:30 PM. parishliturgy).

WEDDING CONSULTANTS

Wedding consultantsand/or “mistresses of ceremonies’ haverolesto play which may be useful inregardto festivities
outside of the Church’swedding liturgy. Wedding consultants have no roleinside the Church or inthe planning and
direction of theLiturgy of Marriage.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Photographersand videotape operators are certainly welcomeat thewedding liturgy. No flash photography ispermitted

during theliturgy, but the newer high speed filmsand digital cameras and sophisticated camcorders seldom makethisa
problem.



Please make surethat your photographer understandsthat heisnot to moveall around the church during theliturgy, stand
onachair seat, or useaflash. Likewiseyour invited guests should be asked not to takeflash picturesduring theliturgy.

Posed photographs of thewedding party may betaken immediately after theliturgy, but islimited to 30 minutes.
FLOWERSAND FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS

Usually afloral arrangement infront of thelectern and asecond arrangement on one of the church’s oak flower stands
positioned between thetwo upright pillarsimmediately behind thedtar are sufficient. When the couplemakesan arrange-
ment with theflorist, make surethat theflorist understandsthat the arrangement must be of sufficient szefor suchalarge
space.

If theworship areaisalready decorated with special Christmasor Easter decorations, these may not beremoved for a
wedding. But then, they providetheflora decoration for thewedding!

Oneway tolet the parish community know that ajoyful wedding took placeinthechurchistoleavetheflord arrangements
inplacefor theparishliturgies. Itisquestionabletasteto seeflowersyanked out of the church to berushed to thereception
site. Whenthat isdone, what signisleft for the parish community to announce and signify that aspecial sacrament was
celebrated inthisspace earlier inthe day?

WEDDING REHEARSAL

Thewedding rehearsal will be conducted by one of the parishionerstrained to offer thisservicetoyou. Andsincemarriage
isasacrament, theliturgical normsof the Church take precedence over any other socia or family custom.

Because of peopl€e sschedulesand the schedul ed use of the parish buildings, itisexpected that thosewho areto be present
for therehearsa will beontime. Onehour isthe maximum alotted for awedding rehearsal.

Pleasekeepin mind that Friday evening traffic createsaproblem intheareaaround the church. If everyonewho hasarole
intheliturgy isavailableintheearly or late afternoon, consider scheduling therehearsal then. Your evening will not beas
hetic and rushed if you can arrange such aschedule.

Only thosewho havean activeroleinthewedding liturgy (brida party, lectors, gift-bearers, cross-bearer) need be present
at therehearsal. When friends, family, and guestswho are not involved inthe liturgy cometo therehearsal at church,
distractionsabound for everyone.

In some casesarehearsa will haveto beginwithout individua swho should be present. Inthat caseit istheresponsibility
of othersinthebridal party toinformthelate or absent person of what isexpected.

MUSIC

Itisimperativethat the couple contact TeresaYoder well in advance of the tentative wedding date. Thesetwo music
ministerswill identify good liturgical musicthat will support your choice of scripturereadingsand prayers.

Both the song-leader and the accompani st depend on the honorarium as part of their livelihood. Each should begiven
$125.00immediately beforeor immediately after thewedding liturgy. Ordinarily the groom’switness presentsan envelope
to each. Likethe photographersand floristsand caterers, the music ministers deserve remuneration for thetime and
servicesthey givefor your benefit.



Sometimesthecouplewill beoffered thevoca or instrumenta talentsof awell-meaning friend or relativetosing or play an
instrument at thewedding. Such talent can easily beincorporated into the reception after the wedding, or for 15 or 20
minutes beforetheliturgy begins. Theactual music for thewedding liturgy will be presented only by the ministers of
liturgicd musicfor the parish.

PRINTED LITURGICAL PROGRAM

If you so desirethe parish secretary will typeand print theworship bulletinfor you. Itissimilar towhat isused for the
weekend parishliturgies. If you chooseto order program coversfrom oneof the catal ogue suppliers, then you must meet
with the parish secretary at | east two months prior to the wedding date.

If you chooseto purchasethe bulletin coversfrom alocal vendor, then you must meet with the parish secretary onemonth
prior to thewedding so that text and lay-out may bereviewed for printing.

If you choose to compose and print theworship program yourself, you must first haveit approved by the pastor.
SHOULD YOU HAVEAWEDDING MASS?

Thisrequiresalot of prayerful reflectionand alot of basic honesty.

If both the bride and groom are Catholic, then - of course- they celebratetheir marriage at aNuptial Mass.

But thedecision to celebrate an ecumenical or “mixed” marriage (whereoneparty isCatholic and theother isapracticing
non-Roman Christian or non-baptized) with the Nuptial Mass hasto takeinto consideration those from other denomina-
tionswho would not be familiar with the Catholic Massand who would not be ableto receive holy communion. Or,in
another casg, if themgjority of thosewhowill attend are unchurched or attend church very rarely, the cel ebration of the
eucharigticliturgy ismeaninglessto them. In suchinstancesthat which should beapowerful sign of unity around the one
tablecan unintentionally highlight thepain of divison that existsinthe Christian community.

The option to celebrate amarriage with aNuptial Massis never absolutely denied simply because one party isnot a
Catholic. But ecumenical marriagesaregeneraly celebrated without the Nuptial Mass. It'sadelicate questiontowrestle
with, and that’swhy it demandsal ot of prayerful reflection, bas ¢ honesty, and an abundance of charity and sengitivity.

TAKEMY WORD FORIT!

Littlechildren arecute. But they canand do and will disrupt awedding whichisprimarily an expression of adult faith and
prayer inapublicliturgy. Think longand hard beforeyou ask to havethe cutelittle one paraded into aformal assembly of
adultd

Out of respect for al of your guestsyou might think of hiring ababysitter who can then usethe parish nursery to carefor the
little oneswho comewith their parentsto your wedding. Such forethought can saveeveryonealot of grief and embarrass-
ment!

THISHASTO BE SAID RIGHT UPFRONT
Oftenthefriendsthat acouple ask to bein their wedding party and many of their invited friendsare not Catholic. Unfor-

tunately, at too many weddingsthelack of respect for what Catholicshold sacredismuch in evidence. Our Catholic belief
isthat amarriageliturgy isavery sacred moment wherein weall encounter Christ in Word and in Sacrament.



You know your friends and guests, or they wouldn’t be at your wedding. Please, if necessary, remind them that malesdo
not wear hatsor capsin aCatholic church, - that no lady or gentleman chewsgum or engagesin horseplay inany church
building, - that no parent feedsatoddler dry cereal during awedding or allowsan infant to cry itslungsout during the
reading of sacred scripture.

If themaority of your guestsare either not Catholic or are not accustomed to being inachurch, you havetheresponsghility
of setting expectationsfor their participation and behavior.

Unfortunately some guestsat weddings stuff used Kleenex, gumwrappers, empty film boxes, candy wrappers, and the
used wedding programsinto the hymn-book holders, or tosssuch trash on thefloor whereit mingleswith the pilesof dry
cereal. Sotoo somebridal partiesleavefloral boxesand wrapping paper, gift boxes, and assorted debris scattered inthe
restroomsand changing rooms.

| must now request from each coupleadeposit of $100.00 paid prior to therehearsal to insurethat theworship spaceand
parishfacilitiesare cleaned beforethe next parishliturgy. 1f the parish spacesarethoroughly policed of trash by your ushers
and |eft as presentable aswhen you arrived, your deposit will bereturned.

If our regular ushersor our maintenance staff hasto removetrash left from thewedding, you will not have your deposit
returned toyou.

DON'T FORGET TO SAY “THANK YOU”

Members of the parish give considerabletime and effort in hel ping you prepare for awonderful celebration of your
wedding liturgy. They rearrangetheir personal schedulesand their normal workl oadsto accommodate you with the printed
programs, aclean and comfortable church environment, thewedding rehearsal, and liturgical music.

For amultitude of reasonsyoung couplesareincreasingly forgetful to say “ Thank You” or to extend common courtesiesto
thosewho contributeto their marriage celebration. Don’t you forget.

YOU SHOULD KNOW SOME OF THE BACKGROUND
CUSTOMS - TRADITIONS - SUPERSTITIONS

Many of the practicesthat are popularly considered “traditional” to awedding are actually carryoversfrom other cultures
and other timeswhen marriagewas understood in aradically different way than weseeit today.

For example, there was atime (in some countriesthis still goes on) when marriage was seen asafinancial contract
worked out between both sets of parentsor between the groom and thefather of thebride. Inthelatter instancethegroom
actualy purchased hisbridefrom hisfather-in-law-to-be.

Thegroom never saw hisbride beforethewedding, and hewould pay for her during the actual wedding. So, thegroom
would get to seehisbridefor thefirst timeonly after he had madethe payment - in money, inanimals, inland, inwhatever.

Theway in which the wedding ceremony took place in those daysreflected this understanding of marriage. It was
considered bad luck for the groom to see the bride before the wedding, and bad luck for the bride and her father if the
groomdidn’tlikewhat he saw whenthe bride’ svell waslifted!

Today werightly presumethat the bride and groom each knowswhat the other lookslike- for better or for worse- so
thereisno reason for the brideto hidein achurch closet pretending her appearanceisgoing to beabig surpriseto the
groom or to theassembled community. The surprisewould beif someone other than al are expecting presented hersalf as
thebride!



Until rather recently in history, the bridewasescorted down the aid eand presented by her father or the dominant male of
her family (remember, femal eswere 2nd class beings) to the groom who waswaiting at theend of theaidle.

Thegroomwould hand over his payment to the bride’ sfather, and the bride’ sfather would then unveil her and“ give her
away” .

Inour liturgical celebrationswe care very much what our actionsand body |anguage symbolize becausethey aremeant to
convey our beliefs. So, for example, in keeping with the bride’ s baptismal dignity as an adopted daughter of God our
Father, the Churchwill not allow her to betreated as* property” and* given away” by thedominant malein her family. We
believethat the bride and the groom are giving themselvesto one another in afreely made decision and that thisself-giving
istheir religiousvocation. To havethebride“ givenaway” by her father would say webelieve something entirely different.
Isn’t it amazing that we human beingsare the only animal swho can liethrough our symbolsandrituals?

We also believethat both themother and thefather of the bride and of the groom werethefirst teachersintheir respective
families. They werethefirst who nurtured their children with Christ’slove and taught them how to love as baptized,
confirmed, and eucharistized Catholics. That'swhy the bride and the groom are escorted into the midst of thefaith
community ontheir wedding day by both setsof parents. Through the marriage of thisbrideand thisgroom, two families
areunited asanew family isformedinthebond of Christ’slove.

The Catholic marriagerite strongly emphasizesthe unity of the bride and groom by consistently presentingthem asa
couple. Thisbeginseven at theentranceriteinto the church. Thisisadefinitechangefrom putting all theemphasisonthe
bride and none on the groom.

You know, of course, that throwing riceisaway of wishing rich fertility onthe couple. Today it’snot alowed becauserice
onwalkways or floorsisastreacherous asice and dangerousto people. Sometry to substitute confetti. That, too, is
forbidden becauseit creates an enormous clean-up problem for daysafterward.

Thereason all the bridesmaidsare*color coded” inthe sametype of dresses stemsfrom pagan superstition. If all the
women look alike, it'seasier for the bride to avoid and escape having the evil eye put upon her! And onand onit goes!

If you redlly want to get into theorigin and real meaning of the many supertitionswith which wehave surrounded weddings
get yourself acopy of Curious Customsby Tad Tulgja (1987, Crown Publishers).

But asacramental people must know how to distinguish between social custom, popular fad, personal taste, private
religious devotion, pagan superstition, and the principles of good liturgy. Unfortunately too many couplesshow up at the
parish office with their wedding planned by reception hall managers, caterers, costumers, mother’ snostalgia, daddy’s
check book, Barbie Bridedalls, soap operas, Amy Vanderbilt, and unchurched friends.

It'sunderstandabl e how young couples get into this predicament. The Catholic Church changed itswedding liturgy on
March 19, 1969, asaresult of Vatican Council 1. Andthisliturgy wasrevised in 1975. Most couplesgetting married
today werenot even bornwhen al thishappened! 1t'sonly when they themselvesbegin preparing for marriagethat it all
beginstofdl into placefor them, and it can beavery confusing place!

Even though the Catholic has been participating at Massfor yearsit seldom dawned on him/her that theregular parish
Sunday liturgy isthenorm for celebrating aCatholic wedding. The Church hasbeen remissinteaching this. But whenso
many young peopl e took an extended sabbatical from religious education in late adol escence and tested their wings of
freedom during college, therereally were not too many interested studentsfor the Church to teach!

And theparish Sunday liturgy usually looksso smooth: Greeterswho greet, Usherswho know how to usher, Lectorswho
proclaim thescriptureswith ability and faith, Song-leadersand mus cianswho lead the community with self-confidenceand



honed talent, Gift-bearerswho know how and when to present the bread and wine, Eucharistic Ministerswho offer
communion with reverence, hundreds of individualswho becomeareal community bonded infaith, and aPresider who
actudly presidesover al therolesand actionsin the name of the entireassembly. Although the congregation appreciates
good liturgy, few withinit realizethe amount of time and energy and prayer that goesinto the planning of each liturgy.

The bride and thegroom now plan their own wedding liturgy with membersof the parish staff. At first hearingthat might
sound terribly intimidating to the couple. But don’t worry. You havealot of help at your disposa inthe membersof the
parish staff whowill work withyou. But thefinal result will beawedding liturgy thet reflectsyour faithinaloving God and
your reflection of God'sloveto oneanother and to the gathered community. Your wedding liturgy will show everyonehow
you accept your religiousvocation to holinesswithin the community.

Andthenormfor planning your wedding liturgy will betheregular Seturday evening or Sunday morning liturgy of theparish.
BUT FIRST LET'SANSWER A QUESTION
And the question does come up, frequently. “1t’sour wedding; why can’'t we haveit theway wewant?’

Thisisredly oversmplifying and condensing along answer into afew words. But thereasonisbecause both the Church
and the State say that every wedding isapublic act with consequencesfor the entire community of believersand citizens.

Marriageisrecognized by, witnessed to, affirmed within, supported by, and lived out within the community. And every
sacrament isacel ebration of the entire faith community - the Church - and the Church has carefully, not arbitrarily,
established theliturgical normsfor the celebration of marriage.

Our present cultural embrace of exaggerated individualism and persond rights sometimes causes problemsin understand-
ing theabove. Bethat asit may, it does not negate the norms established by the Statein civil law and by the Churchin
liturgicdl practices.

LET'S GET ON WITH PLANNING THE LITURGY

PRE-LITURGICAL OPENINGRITES

What happens before the entrance procession even comes down the aisl e setsthe tone for the entire wedding liturgy.
Participation by the assembled friends and guests can be significantly enhanced by paying attention to thebasicliturgica
principlesof gathering an assembly of men and women for worship.

For example, thereisno good reason why the bride and groom, adult and mature enough to enter into marriage, cannot be
at thedoor of the churchwith their parentsto greet their guestsasthey arriveand to thank them for the gift of their presence.
Thissmpleact of hospitality letsthe guestsknow that the coupleissincerdly happy that these gueststhink so affectionately
of them and their familiesthat they cometo thewedding.

Thisisfar different from the supertitious custom of hiding the bride and groom from oneanother and from everyonee se!

Themembersof thewedding party, both male and female, distribute the printed wedding programsto the arriving guests.
But they doitwithasmile. How different thisisfrom having ushersinahuddle, al looking equally uncomfortableintheir
forma attire. How different thisisfrom having bridesmai dsnervoudy fusswith corsages, pretending they don’'t seewho's
entering thechurch.

These may seem like minor pointsto you, but they encourage asense of hospitality and community among the various
peoplewho cometo thewedding, many of whom do not know oneanother. Without hospitality asthefoundation, you



cannot haveagood liturgy.
THE ENTRANCE PROCESSION
You, thecouple, choosefrom oneof thefollowing options:

1. Father of thebride+ Bride+ Mother of thebride
Father of thegroom + Groom + Mother of thegroom

2. Bride+ Groom
Bride stwo parents
Groom'’ stwo parents

3. Bride+ Groom

Everybody € seinthe entrance procession linesup ahead of whichever arrangement you have selected fromoption 1, 2, or
3.

Some coupleschooseto invitetheir grandparentsto bein thewedding procession. Thismight beasmall matter to the
couple, but to the grandparentsthis becomesthe highlight of your wedding. You thought enough of them to ask themto
accompany you with your parents asyou entered the church on your wedding day!

After the procession hasentered and dl areintheir appointed places, the Presider will pray the opening prayer selected by
thecouple.

THELITURGY OF THEWORD
The couple selectsthe scripturesto beread at their wedding. Usually therearethreereadings. onefromthe Old Testa
ment, another from one of the New Testament epistles, and aGospel reading. The parish staff will help you, and the
workbook provided to you will have the more common scripture passages used at weddings.

THEMARRIAGERITE

After the scripture readingsand the homily, the couple comes beforethe gathered community for themarriagerite. Again,
youwill havedifferent optionsto select fromin how you speak your marriage vows.

The presider will ask thethree questions about freedom, intent, and children, and then thevowswill be spoken. Promises
made; promisesto be kept through alifetime.

After theexchange of vowsthereisthe blessing and the exchange of rings between the bride and groom.
Some coupleschoosetolight the unity candle, othersdo not. Itisentirely optional.

After theexchangeor ringsor after thelighting of theunity candle (if suchisused) the presider will invitethe community to
exchangethe Greeting of Peacejust aswe do on Sunday mornings.

Following the Greeting of Peacethe marriageriteisconcluded with the Genera Intercessionsor Prayersof the Faithful.
These prayersof petition are composed by the couple and offer away of raising up the prayers of the couple and their
familieswhile also remembering the more universal needs of the world and the church. Here, too, the staff and the
workbook will be of assistanceto you.lf theeucharist isnot celebrated, thewedding concludes now after thefinal blessing.



THELITURGY OF THEEUCHARIST

If the eucharist is celebrated, then the liturgy continues as on Sunday with the presentation of the gifts, the eucharistic
prayer, and thecommunionrite. Just after the Our Father isprayed the nuptial blessingisgiventothe couple. After the
closing prayer thereisthedismissal blessing which concludesthe nuptia mass.
Thewedding party exitsfrom the church with the newly married husband and wifeleading theway!

DON'T PANIC! HELPISAVAILABLE ...

Youwill beprovided with aworkbook for planning your wedding liturgy. Thebook will show you thevariousoptionsyou
can choose fromin each step of the planning. Asyou mark your choices on the paper provided to you, you will seethe
outlineof your liturgy beginning to takeshape. Andyou know that the parish staff isready to assst you and guideyou aong
at each stepintheplanning. Sodon't panic!

All you haveto doright now isfamiliarize yourself with the materials provided for you. Andwhenyou have questions,
whichyouwill, writethem down or mark them in the page of theworkbook. We'll handleall of them for you.

And adwaysremember that aCatholic wedding isfirst and foremost acelebration of faith. It presupposesfaith, expresses
faith, andisfor afaith-filled people.

YOURGOAL

Thegod of al of your preparation for your wedding liturgy istoinvite, facilitate, and encourage thefull and active partici-
pation of al whowill gather with youto celebratethewedding liturgy.

THE NORM FOR A WEDDING LITURGY

The Sunday morning parish liturgy isthenormfor your wedding liturgy. So, what isdone on Sunday morning when the
community gathersiswhat you do at awedding liturgy.

DISTINGUISH & DON'T CONFUSE

Distinguish between what isessential and what isnot essentid to thewedding liturgy, and don’t confusethem. The purpose
of publicliturgy isthat all the gathered peoplejoiningiving praiseand thanksgiving to God. For thisto happen at awedding
liturgy, you must distinguish between social custom, persond taste, and the principlesof good liturgy.

KEEPTHINGSIN FOCUS

Pan your wedding day asawholewiththeliturgy and the exchange of vowsasthe centerpiece. Don'tisolatethereligious
event of your giving to each other the sacrament. And don'’t relegate the sacramental celebration asaninterruptiontoa
hetic morning of preparation or asanecessary interlude beforethe” real” celebration beginsat ther eception.

AND FINALLY

Theremay betimeswhen you will Smply haveto rearrangeyour schedulein order to meet with the parish priest, to meet
withtheliturgical musicians, to participatein therequired pre-marriage sessions, or to obtainthecivil license.

Peoplewill try to accommodate amost convenient timefor you to meet, but that isnot dwayspossibleto do. But, you' ve
already experienced thispart of red lifewith doctors, hairdressers, and airlines! It’spart of life, so beflexible.



A Catholic who asksto celebrate awedding in the Parish must be participating in the weekly liturgy of the Eucharist. If
the Catholicisnot practicing hisher Catholic faith, he/she must give evidence of hisgher intention to participate regularly
with thefaith community.

Participation by the couple in the pre-marriage sessions offered by Catholic Family Services and/or in an Engaged
Encounter Weekend is a prerequisite for marriage in the Church.

If either party, Catholic or not, has previoudly entered into amarriage, civil or religious, and theformer spouseisstill aive,
no plans for another marriage may be done until a decision is reached on the validity or invalidity of the prior bond of
marriage. Usually this process takes from seven monthsto one year, depending on the complexity of the case presented
to the Diocesan Tribunal.

Each of you must obtain acopy of hig’her own baptismal certificate. The certificate must be dated by the issuing church
within six months prior to the date of the wedding.

The copy of the baptismal certificate is requested from the church where the baptism took place.

Two peoplewho know you individually and well, preferably your parentsor abrother or sister, will be sent two formsby
you. Theformsare supplied by the parish. Each formisto befilled out by theindividualsand signed in front of aCatholic
priest or a notary public. The completed forms which attest to your freedom to marry must be returned to the parish
where the marriage will be celebrated.

A civil licenseis an absolute necessity. No wedding will be celebrated unless the priest presider hasthe licensein hand
prior to the wedding.

To avoid disappointment, do not set afixed date for awedding until after you have met with the parish priest. Itisalways
wise to have an optional date considered just in case your first preference cannot be accommodated.

A deposit of $100.00 isrequired of you to assure that the parish facility is as clean after the wedding as it was before the
wedding.



